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at .In the art of orthopedic surgery, surgical procedures are often performed on patients to correct, modify or augment bone, or
to attach soft tissue to bone. For example, orthopedic surgery may be required to repair a fracture of a long bone caused by
trauma or a degenerative bone disease. After the bone has been reduced and/or stabilized by attaching various implants, the
implants are often anchored to the surrounding soft tissue using sutures. The use of sutures and other securement devices for
attaching soft tissue to bone is well known in the art. Conventional suture anchor systems typically have a suture anchor for

engaging the bone and a suture extending from the anchor. The free end of the suture is then passed through or around the soft
tissue and tied down, for example, using a surgical knotting technique. Conventional sutures and securement systems are

disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,827,310; 5,360,433; 5,041,129; 4,898,156; and 4,935,028, all of which are hereby incorporated by
reference herein. In conventional procedures, the surgeon generally chooses the site, length and direction of the suture anchor

and knots the suture at the bone anchor. As the knots are tied, the tension on the sutures will vary as the tissue holding the
sutures tightens and relaxes. The surgeon must then either physically adjust the tension on the suture after the knot has been

tied, or cut the sutures so that the proper tension is maintained. It is desirable in surgical procedures to minimize the time of the
surgery. When sutures are tied, time is spent tying the sutures. Also, when the surgeon has to adjust the tension of the sutures,

additional time is spent in making such adjustments. In some procedures, once the sutures are applied and tensioned, the sutures
are simply left in place without the need to adjust the tension. If the sutures are not left in place, the tension in the sutures may

need to be re-adjusted after the initial 82157476af
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